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valued at six or seven pence or peradventure eightpence.
... It consisteth of a composition which hath thirty
pounds of kettle brass to a thousand pounds of tin,
whereunto they add three or four pounds of tin-glass ; x
but as too much of this doth make the stuff brickie, so
the more the brass be the better is the pewter. . . . In
some places beyond the
sea a garnish of good fiat
English pewter ... is
esteemed almost so pre-
cious as the like number
of vessels that arc made
of fine silver.'

The importance and
extent of the foreign trade
in pewter vessels is shown
by the customs accounts
of the fifteenth and six-
teenth centuries, and by
Soranzo's report to the
Venetian Senate in 1554,
in which he states that
100,000 ducats worth of

wrought tin were exported yearly, mostly to Spain.2
Injury to our foreign trade, with consequent un-
employment and loss of wealth to the nation, was
also the chief argument put forward by the pewterers
in 1533 when pleading, successfully, for protection.
They stated that their craft had suffered through the
unpatriotic action of certain men who had gone abroad
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1 i. e. bismuth.    The proportion of brass to tin appears to be
too small;  see below,                     2 Cal. S. P. Venice, v. 543.